
Toe Boat House, Ridding Wood 

Esthwaite Water Trout Fishery 
Hawkshead, Cumbria LA220QF 

Phone: 01S394 36S41 Fax: 

E-Mail: trout@hawkshead.demon.co.uk

Web: www.hawksheadtrout.com

9th January 2019 

Re: Licensing Application for Esthwaite Water Trout Fishery 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Firstly can I thank you all for your recent representations to South Lakeland Council with regard to the above application. It is 
encouraging that although you have concerns they are the same concerns that we have and will endeavor to address through 
this process. 

By way of introduction, my wife Jill and I bought the business at Esthwaite in Febmary of 2017. This Business is a retirement 
project after 25 years of traveling the world improving the Safety, Environment, Working Conditions and Technical 
Competence for thousands of people across hundreds of sites. From the very start we have understood and embraced our 
responsibility for the site, its nanire and its place in the community. 

I will tiy to demonstrate our commitment to you in the following text but lets get the "Rock Band" thing out of the way first. 
There have been 2 day fishing competitions at Esthwaite for many years. The first competition under our Stewardship was the 
Esthwaite Grand Slam in June of 2017 which was regulated within a Temporary Events Notification (TEN) to include live 
music and the sale of alcohol to the participants. In my enthusiasm to show our customers that the years of neglect and 
disinterest were over we put on a live band and hog roast. On reflection the band was a mistake and totally inappropriate, for 
that I apologize to any one that was inconvenienced in any way. THIS HAS NOT AND WILL NOT HAPPEN AGAIN as 
can be demonstrated by the fact that we have had several TEN's since without incident. 

It was clear from the start that the Business had been neglected for many year's, the main areas of concern were as follows. 

a/ Regulatory Compliance 

b/ Safety and Security 

cl Conservation and Protection 

d/ Poor Fishing and Stocking Policy 

e/ Dilapidated Infrastrncture 

We have and continue to address each of these issues with enthusiasm and determination the details of which I will not bore 
you with but it would be my pleasure to show you in person. To that end please give me a call and anange to come and see us, 
we are proud of what we are doing and welcome the opporn1nity to show anyone that is interested in seeing the whole picnire. 

With regard to the application, nothing significant is changing. There are two main objectives for the application. 

a/ The sale of alcohol after 1800 will only take place during organized events as is cunently done using the Temporary Events 
Notification. Applying for a Premises License just saves us the expense and time involved in applying for a TEN for eve1y 
event. 

b/ Many of our customers enjoy just spending time on our tenace and ask daily in the summer if we sell alcohol. Our second 
objective is to give cafe patrons the choice of buying a beer or a glass of wine while they enjoy the beauty of Esthwaite. The 
Cafe closes at 1800. 
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We fully understand that a License goes way beyond what we are proposing and that is perhaps what is causing concern, again 
it is not our objective to exercise the License to its full extent. Much of the activity we are proposing has gone on for many years 
at Esthwaite in the form of a “private party”, either organized by Esthwaite in the form of a fishing competition or people 
having their own party on the lake shore. Under our Stewardship we have tried to regulate such activity so that we can embrace 
and enforce the Licensing Objectives as outlined in our application below.  

a) General – all four licensing objectives (b, c, d and e)
- Our aim is to only sell alcohol to the general public between 1100 and 1800. Evening sales will be restricted to organised
events with invited guests usually known to the business.
- Outside of events our aim is not to become a drinking destination but to offer alcohol to patrons of the café during café
opening hours.
- Personal Licence holder will be on site during all organised events and at most other times when the café is serving alcohol.

b) The prevention of crime and disorder
- A zero tolerance approach will be taken to any behaviour, which could lead to this objective being breached.
- Alcohol will only be served to invited, known customers after 1800.
- All members of staff will be issued with walkie-talkies.
- We have personal and business links with most of the licenced properties in the local vicinity.

c) Public safety
- Most consumption will take place on the terrace, which by nature is well ventilated, has numerous escape routes and is
adequately lit.
- Numbers are limited by the amount of people we can support during a fishing competition (<50).
- We have 2 certificated first aiders on site.

d) The prevention of public nuisance
- The nearest residence is at least 500m from the Café.
- Generally, patrons staying after 1800 will be camping on site.
- Amplified music will only take place between the hours of 1100 to 2300.

e) The protection of children from harm
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- The café will be closed to members of the general public after 1800.
- Invited children, (very unlikely), must be accompanied by an adult at all times.
- There will be no gaming machines on site.
- No forms of “adult entertainment” will take place.

Notes: 

- Where amplified music is referred to above we are talking about a very small, single speaker WIFI device that provides
background music.

- Where camping is referred to above, we are not a campsite nor do we allow RV parking in the car park. Camping is not
charged for and is only allowed for traveling anglers that are fishing multiple days. Fly camping was rife when we started and is
now non-existent.

 Please feel free to give us a call or come down in person and express your concerns so that they may be considered fully before 
the hearing. 

Sincerely, 

James Robertson 
Esthwaite Water Trout Fishery 




